
CALIF\jRNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY Q)NI'HOL mARD
S.AN FRANCISQ) BAY RF..GION

Order No. 83-11

NPDES NO. CA0038652

WASTE DISCflARGE REQUIHEMEN'rs FOR:

VALLEJO SANrrATION AND FLOOD Q)NmOL DISTRICT,
SWDGE APPLICA'rION 'ID LAND,
TUBBS ISLAND, SONOMA COUNTY

'I'he California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter Board) finds that:

1. Val.Lejo Sanitation and Flood Control District, hereinafter called the
discharger, by application dated March 16, 1983, has applied for waste
dicharge requirenents and a permit to dispose sewage sludge under the
National Pollutant Discharge E:limination System.

2. The discharger operates a secondary sewage treatment plant at Vallejo,
with effluent discharge to Carquinez Strait. Sludge generated in
sewage treatment is stabilized by the addition of lime, and is
dewatered to produce a lime sludge cake havinq a solids concentration
of about. t.hirty percent.. At. present flow t.he sludge quantit.y amount.s
to about 36,500 wet. tons per year. The discharger proposes t.o apply
t.he sludge to agricultural lands locat.ed in southern Sonoma County.
The discharger recently acquired approximately 1750 acres of farm land
located on a diked historic marshland known as Tubbs Island. The
agricultural land lies south of Highway 37 and approximat.ely 12 miles
west of t.he dischargers treatment. facilit.y, as shown on At.t.achment A
which is incorporated herein and made a part. of t.his Order. The
discharger reports that approximately 1500 acres are suitable for
sewage sludge application.

3. Tubbs Island is bordered by Sonoma Creek on the easr, Tolay Creek on
the west and San Pablo Bay on t.he south. The Reyes series of soils
are predominant in Tubbs Island and cons i st; of silt.y clay loam wi.t.h a
small amount. of organic matter. The soil is strongly acid and saline.
Underlying wat.er tables are of poor bradcish q11ality which have been
lowered to a dept.h of four to five feet. by a syst.em of open ditches
from which water is pumped to Sonoma Creek and Tolay Creek. The water
t.able rises to within a few inches of the surface during wet weather
months.

4. Dewatered lime sludge cake from the discharger 's treabnent plant wi 11
be transported by t.ruok to Tubbs Island on a year round basis. During
the winter qrowinq season (November 1 through May 30t},) the sludge
will be stockpiled in a bermed cotainment area, Dur ino the dry
season (June 1 t.hrough October 31) sludoe generated. from the t.raatmont;
plant as well as that previously st.ockpiled will be spread on select.ed
portions of the sit.e and disced into the upper layer of soil. The
discharger has submitted a management plan which describes in detail




































